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Dedication 

To the adorable children, living under devastating 
consequences of armed conflicts around the world 



Preface 

The present work can be deemed a learners ’ guide to the art 
of poetry. It seeks to encompass the basic knowledge 
pertaining to the ways whereby versification as an art has 
been developed, organized, classified and presented. 

The overall work is structured in a sequential order, 
ranging from origin and development of poetry, to a 
comprehensive account of some of the important stylistic 
devices used by the poets. All the notions, as presented in the 
book, have been elaborated with reference to the 
contributions made by many poets, belonging to diverse 
poetic traditions. Poetic texts are selected from the fifth 
edition of The Norton Anthology of Poetry. In order to define 
the concepts, together with their etymologies and phonetic 
transcriptions, the recent edition of Oxford dictionary has 
been preferred. The book primarily centers on an explication 
of rhyme and its kinds, verse and its kinds, the main steps of 
scansion, genres of poetry, figures of speech and some of the 
fundamental approaches to the art of literary criticism. 

One of the noteworthy dimensions of this book 
relates to an introduction to phonetic and phonological 
issues revolving around the art of versification. It has often 
been observed that the lack of phonological and phonetic 
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knowledge is the main impediment to learning scansion. The 
present work has therefore dedicated one of its sections (i.e. 
fourth chapter) to the same issue; it provides an idea of the 
main concepts in the realm of phonetics and phonology so as 
to facilitate learners’ interpretation of prosody and scansion. 
In the same chapter, SMOSD, (i.e. Structural Model of 
Syllabic Division ) has also been introduced in order to 
develop an understanding of syllabic structures in English. 

The chapter dealing with the art of scansion, 
presents SMOPS (i.e. Sequential Model of Poetic Scansion) 
and the selected samples of poetic works, scanned through 
the lens of the aforementioned model. 

The last chapter presents an overview of two of the 
broader perspectives related to literary criticism (i.e. 
SMOLC & AMOLC ) so that learners may understand the 
salient attributes revolving around an in-depth critique of 
poetic and non-poetic works. The final section of every 
chapter comprehends some of the review-exercises, seeking 
to evaluate learners’ understanding of the main themes. 

It has been anticipated that the present attempt shall 
contribute to my students’ knowledge pertaining to the art of 
poetry, and facilitate their comprehension thereof. 
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